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soingisne | WE RE WEINNING!

season of - 1In Wlnnlpeg
change, re- JAPANESE ALLIANCE CHURCH OF WINNIPEG

newal and re-

birth and so, perhapsit isfitting that at thistime, a season of change has come to the youth
group at the Japanese Alliance Church in Winnipeg. In February we sadly bade farewell (but
only for ashort time, we trust) to Y uki Yamada, one of the leaders of our group who has com-
pleted his university studies and has returned to Japan. He hopes to return to Winnipeg in a

couple of yearsto

further his education and our
prayersare with him. It was
Y uki's enthusiasm that was
instrumentally harnessed
and used by God to begin
the "Nikujaga" youth group
more than four years ago.

Y uki was often the only
young person to show up at
the Friday evening Bible
study. Up until that time the
attempts at starting ayouth
Bible study had met with
even more discouragement.

Attendance was sometimes

the two organizers only, but

at just the right time God placed Y uki in our church, and that was the begi nning of what is today the

"Nikujaga'. Aswe look back on the past few months, one of the high-
lightsfor "Nikujaga" was the presentation for the church Christmas
service. The group decided to present a slide show of the Nativity
story, set in modern-day Winnipeg. All the slides were shot outdoors
on one day in November (praise God it was unseasonably warm for
Winnipeg that day) at the historic Forks site in downtown Winnipeg.
The group had a great time planning and shooting the scenes and it
was agreat opportunity for many people who do not always attend the
weekly Bible study to take part. Another highlight was a special retire-
ment dinner in January for Rev. and Mrs. Matsubara prepared and
hosted by "Nikujaga". It was avery small and intimate affair attended

by nine people and the main course was Nikujaga (of course). Then, there was the farewell dinner for

nily". Aswe look ahead to
thefuture, wetrust that God
will continue to guide and
provide. Already, the young
people left here are working
harder to pick up the slack
and new members are being
drawn into the group. For
the summer, an outreach

barbecue in conjunction with
International Student Minis-

tries of IV CF has become an annual event and we are looking forward to that again. If anyonein the
JCECS family will be coming through Winnipeg this summer, please drop by our church for avisit.

Tony Nakazato
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oRemember the Summer

also came up with amission statement which

& od has continued to shower His blessings on the

Team Ministry? Well,  youth at our church! Some of the highlights asthe

we have a new team 2001 year came to a close, were the Miles Ahead Cru-
l]caledtheYGC-Young  sade, and our annual Christmas youth party. New
Generation for Christ Year's Eve was ablast, as we had youth from a couple
lead by 5 leaders, Mark Hoshizaki, Candice Op- of other Asian churches from Calgary join us for an
penheim, Kae Hamami, Jen Rose, and Myself. We  evening of praise, worship and fun!!!

2002 has gotten off to agreat start with “Iron Chef

reads, “ In Christ, Through Christ, For Christ”. 2" bringing the culinary skills of our youth to the fore-
Because STM was such a huge success, we front. Four teams raced against the clock to prepare a
wanted to continue our ministry with the youths plethora of sweet and savory delights, which were judged and awarded accordingly by a

into the Fall/Winter term. We'll still have Bible
studies every other Wednesday |lead by Mark, and
its been good to see new and old faces attend.
Please continue to pray for us leaders that we will
continue to nurture the spiritual needs of our
youths, and that the youths themsel ves would con-
tinue to seek and experience God's great lovein
their daily lives.

Marie Shukuda

panel of strict judges!
Looking ahead, we're getting excited to join the folks up in
E town (Edmonton) for YC 2002 in April. Please continue to pray
for our youth so that they can cometo afull knowledge of the riches
found only in Christ.
John Komori

A .K.A-Sheepdog

I deas for Youth Events

5 things
about the Youth
In our Church

1. Popular food: #22 with extra beef balls and no tripe
2. The girls are the flower water of the church.
( Translate “ flower water” to Japanese)
3. Orange TANG isthefuel for D.D.R.
4. A thumbinthenoseisaskill.
5. For Calgary weather, a hoodieis a must.

Gift Exchange: Y ou just don’t know how creative youth’s

these days can be with only just $5.00 to spend on a gift. At

our annual Gift exchanges we have seen it all from atoilet

seat to cat litter to a 2 cheeseburger combo from
McDonalds.

Penny Carnival: Now thisiswhere it gets messy. Whip
cream throwing, spaghetti eating, popcorn lobbing, cheerio
sticking, olive blowing and trying to drop an whole raw
1egg, yolk and all, into some ones mouth. Need | say more?

Iron Chef: No joke, all you need is some
“Syouth brainstorming together with alimited
‘Jamount of time, with one special ingredient
and you can open up arestaurant with afull
course menu. Delicious!!

Worship Night: All it takesisworship songs, personal
testimonies, scripture reading, praying, snacks, a group of
people and God will blessthe night GUARANTEED!!!

Potluck Anything: The youth need their food and the par-
ents of the youths know how to make food. What you
need is a place, maybe music, food and people. Potlucks

arel

various forms. We have the potluck chips, potluck drinks, pot-
luck veggies, potluck fruit, and potluck milkshakes. Aslong as
there is some participants with imaginationitsall good. It'sa
good chance for the youth to bring old friends or introduce
new ones and fellowship and get to know one another.

1t always big feasts at Christmas service, they comein

Shuichi Ishiguro Leon Kanno




Youth In Action

Page 3

god has defi- forget that faith in munity that the Father will show us
nitely been Christ isindeed such hqw to lead his children back to
l: E Jworking in an EXCITING Himself. Another completely
d Jand through us ADVENTURE!! This  amazing thing was our Christmas
I m |t the Edmon- past year, our church program -- there were over 100
ton Japanese was burdened withthe  attendants, and mostly young Japa-
(0] .
R Christian fact that thereisagreat nese people!! Our church has been
i Church! Itis number of Japanese blessed with many members who
E t SO ENCOUR- non-Christiansin our have incredible spiritual insights. | .
0 | A GING to see city. Thereisevenan  have recently been given arenewed | WWW-yCgeneration.com
N |saveral of the organization called passion to give up all the "idols" Y C 2002
B newer Chris- ‘(':Edmontgn J:panqse tcr;r?t have blinded'me to thefa(i; that Apr il 5-7
N Py ommunity Associa rist must remain my one an
U a :Ihaen;xrtgn tion" W_hi_c_h hostj vari- or?ly f(lj;st love." Ln the midhst of all Edmonton, Alberta
g ous activities an the studying, working or whatever \
R 2 gllj;tléls)/cc?rﬂir e eventsfor the Japanese  busynessin our lives, we must con- IYC has becoge Car%adas
n lfor God and community. So we tinually be reminded that our lives | !argest, annual youth con-
N e liongingto have taken a hold of are not our own -- we work for our ference. It h_as grown from
< lserve Him thisamazing opportu-  Creator!! What atruly blessed as- | just 500 registrantsin 1994
I with their nity that God hasgiven  suranceit isto know that we serve | to nearly 14, 000 as of
€ lives. In No- usto becomeapartof  theoneand only true God; butwe | April 2001. YC is a week-
N vember. we this association and must not hog this assurance!! We end where students from
G E rejoi Ced’ as show them God'slove.  areto have apassion as God'scho- | junior high to university
Wolf Wikley We have made numer-  sen to share it with those I!V|r'1'g in age come together to be
r and his mother, ous contac_ts thro_ugh these get- darkness. Jl_Jst are Jesus said, I_ spiritually challenged and
' G sela, were baptized, togethers, |ncl_ud| ng one guy who  have comeinto the Woﬂd asa light, changed for the purposes
T S declaring their desire has been coming to Blble_study so that no onewho bell?/esln me of God. In the last 2 years
t liobeli ghtsin this qnd challengll ng uswith hisques-  should stay in dar!mess, (John12: alone. over 4.000 students
O i Jworld Whenever | tions about life and God. Please 46) let us be burning torches for the ace ' ! .
epted Christ astheir
R 2 |9et discouraged and it S(r)%;‘g within meega onese com o Becky Lengefeld | Personal Savior and thou-
N Jseemslikemy own : Bee Leg sands more made decisions
C |reanonsipwih God et s i to be bold in their faith and
h LSoFr) d ﬁZI\J/ergf’ailseto , go deeper with God. Join
H strengthen me us for the Y C 2002 week-
E :J through the lives and end as denominati pnal dif-
¢ |testimonies of my ferences are set aside and
S i [sistersand brothers. we become onein Christ.
Especially for those
like me who grew up
within a Christian

SNOW DAY S!!

LETHBRIDGE JAPANESE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

Up and coming events:

March 9th (Sat.) Sports Day "
Y outh are going to Fernie Snow Valley for some snowboarding. :'

April 13 (Sat.) SportsDay
Castle mountain for snowboarding if there is snow.

May
We are also planning to have a Spring Festival with a music and talent show.

June
Pray for Taka Sakai, a 18 year old Japanese student and his preparation for his
Baptism at the Lake!! Way to go TAKAI!!!!

July 19t0 21
Joint Kananaskis camp with Calgary and L ethbridge youth groups.

God bless, Makiko Nakao




Greatest Friends

Japanese Gospel Church of Toronto

Q havebeena part of the Japanese Gospel Church of

Toronto for many years now, and | have becomereally close to
the youth that attend this church. We have all become really
closefriendsand | enjoy all the activities that we do together.
However, as we get older, we will have more and more respon-
sibilities and thus we will slowly drift apart. It is depressing to
think that soon | will not see them as often as | do now, asl will
be heading off to university in the fall of thisyear. | know
many people in university that are friends of mine, but | hardly
talk to them now and almost never seethem. Most universities
in Ontario aretoo far to commute to, and university can be very
stressful. 1 will not be able to attend as many church eventsas |
do now, and | will not be able to go to church every week.

Top 5 songs @

1 | Need You.........Jarsof Clay ) i
www.airlradio.com

2. Camouflage.........PIus One

3. JTrain.............. Toby Mac

4, Entertaining Angels....... Common Children

5. Solid Rock ........... Russ Taff

Youth Leaders Contacts

Winnipeg Japanese Alliance Church
Tony Nakazato: nakazato@pangea.ca
Yuki Yamada: skepuki@hotmail.com

Calgary Japanese Gospel Church

Therefore, it is amost inevitable that |
will lose touch with my youth group.
However, it isvery important that | try
my best so that this does not happen. |
must make the effort to keep in touch. |
tell everyone who isin the same situation
as me; to make the effort. Whether it be
e-mails, icq, or phone calls, try very hard
to keep in touch. After all, your friends
are worth the effort. No matter how
stressful university gets, never forget your friends! Most impor-
tantly, never forget the greatest friend that you have, Jesus
Christ. Itiseasy tolosetouch with Him, but try your best not
to. Heiscertainly worth the effort!

Seiji Shinoda

Summer Youth Ministries

Summer of 2002 e Tn
RS,

JCECS s planning a Summer Y outh Ministry , ﬂ !
Ll | AT

program involving 4 to 6 young people from Al-

berta and the same number from the Toronto area exchanging
location for a 3 week period. The youth will work with JCECS
affiliated churches and summer camps may be a part of the min-
istry involvement. Y oung peoples, 16 years of age and older are
asked to pray for the Lord’ s leading to this ministry. Bilingual
ministry abilitieswill be an asset. For further details contact
your pastor or Nori Kanashiro (416) 321-5831 in Toronto.

Summer Ministries Coordinating Committee

Shuichi Ishiguro: mr.2@shaw.ca
Robert Hasegawa: tak80@hotmail.com

Japanese Gospel Church of Toronto
Chika Kida: Kamikaze_kida@yahoo.com
Michelle Osakabe: michosakabe@hotmail.com

L ethbridge Japanese Christian Fellowship
Janet Hayashizaki: planetjanetl1@hotmail.com
Y oshinosuke Nakao: ynakao@tel usplanet.net

Edmonton Japanese Christian Church
Yuri Nakano: nakanoyuri @hotmail.com
Becky L engefeld: koshihikari @hotmail.com

Vancouver Japanese Gospel Church
Robert Brown: reverend@pacificcoast.net

Megumi Baptist Church (Vancouver)
Yasuko Nitta: y_nitta@telus.net

Hi, to everyone again!

Shuichi and his team have put together another great issue of the
Y outh In Action! Good work, team! And thanksto all of you
who contributed to make this issue another interesting, challeng-
ing and a God glorifying edition. All your photos too are great!
Take lots of them, keeping the Y outh In Action in mind as you
do. | can see God at work in all your groups! Keep looking up
and trust Him for all your plans, preparations and direction for
the future. Nori Kanashiro, JCECS General Director

TO CHECK OUT

www.intouch.org
bible.gospel com.net

LEE)E
Wwww.gospel com.net &
WWW.teenmania.com @%

www.airl.com/artists
www.billygraham.org
WWW.promisekeepers.org
www.thebenjamingate.com
www.heartlight.org/links/index.html
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